A Double Portion

“For your shame ye shall have double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land they shall possess the double: everlasting joy shall be unto them. For I the Lord love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them…”

“But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in  that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.” Isaiah 65:18-19

“And they that heard it said, who then can be saved? And He said, the things which are impossible with men are possible with God. Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee. And He said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God’s sake, Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting.” Luke 18:18-30

“And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before.” Job 42:10

“Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially they who labor in the word and doctrine.” I Timothy 5:17

“For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes. For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.” Romans 11:25-29

The everlasting hope of the church ultimately stands in the plan of God for Israel. God has the only wise plan of victory and joy in this day we are living in. We can only appropriate God’s plan by faith and not by leaning to our own understanding. Apart from Christ and His mission here, we have nothing. We have no message to the world apart from His. We have no vocation apart from His. We have no words of encouragement to a hopelessly distressed world tormented by terrorists, wars, diseases, immorality and division. Christ came into such a world, as we have today to bring hope to all of us captive to the darkness of sin. Until we begin seeing God’s vision through the eyes of faith, the plan God’s has for Israel and the church is still on hold.

In Isaiah 61 We are sure to find the grace of Christ, published by Himself to a lost world in the everlasting gospel, under the type and figure of Isaiah’s province, which was to foretell the deliverance of the Jews out of Babylon.

1. verses 1-3 We think we find the glories of the church of Christ its spiritual glories, described under the type and figure of the Jews’ prosperity after their return out of their captivity.

2. Its promised that the decays of the church shall be  repaired, verse 4

3. That those from without shall be made serviceable to the church, verse 5

4. That the church shall be a royal priesthood, maintained by the riches of the Gentiles, Verse 6

5. That she shall have honor and joy in lieu of all her shame and sorrow, verse 7 

6. That her affairs shall prosper, verse 8

7. That posterity shall enjoy these blessings, verse 9

8. That righteousness and salvation shall be the eternal matter of the church’s rejoicing and thanksgiving, verse 10, 11

9. If the Jewish church was ever thus blessed, much more shall the Christian church be so, and all that belong to it.

We here find help to our faith as we all are types of Israel held in bondage of some sort. It is good news to find this word of hope prophetically identifying the mission of Christ can be owned by us personally in our daily experience. He that is best expositor of scripture has no doubt given us the best exposition of these verses, even our Lord Jesus Himself, who read this in the synagogue at Nazareth (perhaps it was the lesson for the day) and applied it entirely to Himself, saying, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears Luke 4:17,18 & 21 ; and the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth, in the opening of this text, were admired by all that heard them. As Isaiah was authorized and directed to proclaim, liberty to the Jews in Babylon, so was Christ, God’s messenger, to publish a more joyful jubilee to a lost world. And here we are told,

I. How he was fitted and qualified for this work: The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me v1 

II. How He was appointed and ordained to it: The Spirit of God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me. His doctrine was not His, but His that sent Him.

III. What the work was to which he was appointed and ordained

1. He was to be a preacher, was to execute the office of a prophet. So well pleased was he with the good-will God showed towards men through Him that He would Himself be the preacher of it, that an honor might thereby be put upon the ministry of the gospel and the faith of the saints might be confirmed and encouraged. He must preach good tidings (so gospel signifies) to the meek, to the penitent, and humble, and poor in spirit; to them the tidings of Redeemer will be indeed good tidings, pure gospel, faithful sayings, and worthy of all acceptation. The poor are commonly best disposed to receive the gospel (James 2:5) 

2. He was to be a healer. He was sent to bind up the broken-hearted, as pained limbs are rolled to give them ease, as broken bones and bleeding wounds are bound up, that they may knit and close again.

3. He was to be a deliverer. He was sent as a prophet to preach, as a priest to heal, and as a king to issue out proclamations and those of two kinds:

a. Proclamations of peace to His friends He shall proclaim liberty to the captives (as Cyrus did to the Jews in captivity) and the opening of the prison to those that were bound
b. Proclamations of war against his enemies. Christ proclaims the day of vengeance of our God, the vengeance he takes

i. On sin and Satan, death and hell, and all the powers of darkness, that were to be destroyed in order to our deliverance

ii. On those of the children of men that stand it out against those fare offers

4. He was to be a comforter, and he is as preacher, healer and deliverer; he is sent to comfort all who mourn and those mourning seek to him, and not to the world, for comfort.

The holy cheerfulness of Christians is their beauty and a great ornament to their profession. Christ will turn their sorrow into joy as quickly and as easily as you can transpose a letter The oil of joy, which make the face to shine, instead of mourning. Observe, Where God gives the oil of joy he gives the garment of praise. Those comforts which come from God dispose the heart to, and enlarge the heart in, thanksgivings to God.

5. He was to be a planter; for the church is God’s husbandry. Therefore He will do all this for His people, will cure their wounds, release them out of bondage, and comfort them in their sorrows, that they may be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord All that Christ does for us is to make us God’s people, and some way serviceable to him as living trees, planted in the house of the Lord, and flourishing in the courts of our God – and all this that he may be glorified
The setting up of Christianity in the world repaired the decays of natural religion and raised up those desolations both of piety and honesty which had been for many generations the reproach of mankind. An unsanctified soul is like a city that is broken down and has no walls, like a house in ruins; but by the power of Christ’s gospel and grace it is repaired, it is put in order again, and fitted to be a habitation of God through the Spirit. And they shall do this, those that are released out of captivity; for we are brought out of the house of bondage that we may serve God, both in building up ourselves to his glory and in helping to build up his church on earth. Let our country and world leaders beware, only God’s plan builds the nations up from its root, the souls and hearts of man through the Love of Christ. The church was given to keys to the kingdom of heaven that whatsoever is bound on earth is bound in heaven. 
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