Christ Sends Out His Disciples With Power

“Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord. It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household?” Matthew 10:16-25

Last week we took a look at Christ’ miracle work in the context of His own preparation through the temptation in the wilderness, His unwelcome revelation of his mission in his home of Nazareth to fellow parishioners where he was brought up. Faced with such an unbelieving response to the prophetic announcement he read of Himself in Isaiah, Christ minded them of two Old Testament examples testifying to God’s willingness to do miracles to the obedient to His word. Though they desired him do miracles in Nazareth, Christ could do no mighty miracles there because of their unbelief.

Reading from Isaiah where it was written “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because…He hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”

Christ’s ministry is our ministry. We can be no greater than Christ. “The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his Lord” Christ warns.

Here in Matthew 10 we find very encouraging news: Christ sends his disciples out to preach with power, “…The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give…” Matthew 10:1-15

The design of the gospel was to conquer the devil and to cure the world. These preachers were sent out destitute of all external advantages to recommend them; they had no wealth, nor learning, nor titles of honor, and they made a very mean figure; it was therefore requisite that they should have some extraordinary power to advance them above the scribes.

· He gave them power against unclean spirits. The power that is committed to the ministers of Christ is directly leveled against the devil and his kingdom.

· He authorized them to work miracles for the confirmation of their doctrine, to prove that it was of God; and they were to work useful miracles for the illustration of it, to prove that it is not only faithful, but well worthy of all acceptation; the design of the gospel is to heal and save.

· The miracles of Christ wrought, and appointed his apostles to work, were all for edification, and evince him to be, not only the great Teacher and Ruler, but also the great Redeemer, of the world. Observe what an emphasis is laid upon the extent of their power of all manner of sickness, and all manner of disease, without the exception even of those that are reckoned incurable, and the reproach of phys of physicians. There is no spiritual disease so malignant, so inveterate, but there is a sufficiency of power in Christ for the cure of it.

The Holy Spirit is in us because of the work of Christ to build his kingdom. This is so hard for believers to hear today. We miss the message either by denying the power of the Holy Spirit or by focusing just on miracles without regard to the issue of our sanctification and of the Holiness of God. How ever we perceive the power of God, God’s power to heal, raise the dead and cast out demons is here today whether we believe it or not. We like the parishioners in Nazareth still have a see it before I believe it attitude. Thus we seldom see miracles because faith is the substance of things hope for. It the faith that is the evidence of the things we do not see. What we have now is a foretaste of glory that shall be revealed.

Look at the instructions Christ gives to his disciples: “Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat. When Christ sends us forth to a lost and dying world we should not worry about what to take for the journey. Today we find it so hard to devote ourselves to the mission of Christ to win the lost because we are so preoccupied with meeting our needs without God. In Matthew 6:31-34, Christ teaches “Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? Or, Wherewithal shall we be clothe? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself, Sufficiency unto the day is the evil thereof.” 
Here we find Christ places priority on seeking the kingdom. This is contrary to our today’s culture. Instead of the work of the kingdom being the primary focus of our life, we focus on everything else and for conscience sake squeeze a little time for the Lord when everything else is done. Some of us have so much that it is hard to find a reason to need God.

Christ knew His disciples needed miracle working power to be effective in saving the lost so he sent them out with not even the bare essentials to prove what would be done was God and try their faith to trust only in God. Preaching the gospel to the poor, healing the brokenhearted, preaching deliverance to the captives, recovering of sight to the blind and setting at liberty the bruised requires having on the whole armor of God and every gift of the Holy Spirit to do an effective job. This is our reasonable service we can give when we presented our bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God. The world will never received the true gospel without opposition. Paul says we wrestle not against flesh and blood but spiritual wickedness in high places. Satan is the accuser of the brethren always there to condemn us to undermine our faith and the will of God in our life. As long as the church stay in the four walls with no challenges to our faith nor the to the corruption of sin in the world, the world will leave us alone. When we obey and venture forth into the world with the Gospel to follow Christ, we will be persecuted. Let the church rise up and bring the Gospel to Iraq and Afghanistan then the real war began that we are sure victors. We shall not be ashamed when we go out in the fullness of God’s power because God is fighting on our behalf. His word is speaking to us to this end. 

Christ never made light of His miracle working power. Mark records the last words to his words before his ascension as both a rebuke for their unbelief and as an assurance of his miracle working power following those that believe. “Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hand s on the sick, and they shall recover. So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen”. Mark 16:14-20

Before Christ’s ascension in anticipation of the Holy Ghost coming on the Day of Pentecost in His absence Christ instructed His disciples to wait when asked of the time of His restoring the kingdom he said “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Acts 1:7-8
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