All Things Done Decent and In Order


“For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.” I Corinthians 14:33

“Let all things be done decently and in order” I Corinthians 14:40

In I Corinthians 11-14 Paul presents specific instructions from God on the order of the church. Many believers today have a misconception that the ministry is in charge of the assembly. This is why in so many of our churches today we see so many diverse forms of worship. This portion of the letter to the Corinthians disclaims that presumption. Even in worship God has His own plan. Our coming together is to worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.  Paul lays the plan out as follows:

· I Corinthians 11 is God’s instructions on keeping the ordinances beginning with Christ’s last supper intended to preserve remembrance of our fellowship with His broken body and blood shed for the remissions of our sins. The theme of these instructions is “discerning the Body of Christ” which means keeping such services sacred and holy and not making such corporate meetings the occasion for fulfilling the lust of the flesh. For this cause many are weak and sickly not discerning the Body of Christ. We must never forget the Hope of His calling and that we are the salt of the earth without which we are not fit to influence lost sinners to His eternal salvation for which He died.

· In I Corinthians 12 Paul reveal the makings of the church composed of a diverse Spiritually divided gifted Body deriving its power and authority from the same Spirit, Lord and God. The Body is not one member but many. The “church” is a reality Paul was chosen to make men see. “But now hath God set the members everyone of them in the Body, as it pleased Him.”  I Corinthians 12:18 Similarly “And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” I Corinthians 12:28 

These two scripture reveals God as the architect and author of the church. Man has nothing to add to the design. God “set” everyone there to carry out the mission of its His Son in conformity to His image. 

· Chapter 13 addresses the character of love that must prevail in the hearts of believers to carry out its mission in response to the plan of salvation. God so love the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him shall be save. “Love” suffers long and bears all things prove it to be greatest when compared with prophecy, tongues and knowledge. All of these shall pass away. In the end abides faith, hope and charity (love); “but the greatest of these is charity (love).”
Let us turn now to I Corinthians 14 by far a most significant revelation of the order of the church meeting “when the whole church be come together into one place.”

Here is where the church needs a hearing ear. I Corinthians 14 continue the previous chapter and is relevant to all that has been spoken previously concerning the order of the church. I Corinthians 14 complete the vision and counsel of God concerning the church, which began in I Corinthians 12. “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren; I would not have you ignorant.” I Corinthians 12:1

This is God’s plan to equip us with the knowledge to carry out His will. The manifold wisdom of God concerning the church once was a mystery before the foundation of the world. Now we have no excuse for ignorance. Paul writes in Ephesians “Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of His power. Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, And according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:” Ephesians 3:8-11

I Corinthians 14 opens “Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.” In this one verse Paul sums up his direction: Charity of chapter 13, spiritual gifts chapters 12 and 13 and prophesy chapter 14. In so doing the next verse settles the controversy that had developed in the Corinthian church concerning speaking in tongues in the corporate gathering of the church. Paul here establishes the order of the gifts in the body. An understanding of the purpose of each gift is essential to understanding the order of the gifts in the church. We should ask ourselves, who would benefit from my gift? If our answer is the other members, then we should come with a desire to use our gift to edify others. Paul make two points to help the church understand which gift, tongues or prophecy is in order in the church meeting:

Verse 2

He that speaks in an unknown tongue is speaking unto God and not men

This language being spiritual in nature is a mystery to others in the meeting

Verse 3

He that prohesieth speaks to men for:

Edification

Exhortation

Comfort

It is with these three objectives in mind we can determine what gift is in order in a corporate gathering. Paul concludes, “He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church. Praise the Lord! What a lesson. Let us hear the whole revelation. In recommending the church to prophecy, we hear important lessons on the significance of speaking in tongues though not recommended in the church gathering. Undeniably, speaking in tongues have great benefit from an individual perspective. We find:

Tongues is a personal dialogue we can have with God

Tongues serve to edify ourselves

In verse five Paul recommends everyone to speak in tongues but rather prophecy in the church so the whole church can be edified

Otherwise, there must be an interpretation so the whole church can be edified

In acknowledging the benefits of speaking in tongues, Paul stands firm however in the entire church need edification! Likewise Paul makes it clear prophecy is the greatest gift to edify the church in corporate worship.

In verse 6 through 11 Paul illustrates how important it is that the message from God in the body be understood whether it be by revelation, knowledge prophecy or doctrine. Words should be easily understood so that the meaning will give the hearers cause for an appropriate response.

Verse 12 Paul highlights his instructions “Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church”  

One more significant point is made concerning tongues in verse 21 “Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe”

Thus the church has three overriding objectives: edifying, exhorting, and comforting one another. As we look at the world around us being torn apart by wars, economic distresses, a multitude of social and immoral crisis as well as business corruption and rampant crime in our streets, so many people today are hurting. Let us not forget our purpose for being called which is the same as our Lord’s as recorded in Luke 4:18-19 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” Now more than ever we ought take up our cross to follow Christ. There is still much to be done to finish the work before Christ returns. God has gifted the many member Body by giving all the necessary marching orders to win the war against all that is in the world. We are not going to win the war in our snug little cozy churches meeting as little private clubs in our own way raising money with fish fries and bake sales. God gave the church His plan that is only by the Spirit. A few more points here in the order of worship need to be noted.

In verse 29 Paul writes, “Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace. For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.”  

Again, let us hear the authority in these instructions. God is the author of peace in all the churches of the saints not confusion. 

Two points here need to be noted:

If the prophets were truly hearing from God, God would never have two prophets speaking at the same time to the confusion of the assembly.

God is the author of all that is being said and done in all the churches of the saints. Some ministers have chosen to discount these instructions as directed only to this Corinthian church thus liberating themselves to speak out of order or falsely from their own human spirit rather than as an oracle of God. The flesh lusteth against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh. Here is a very significant control God has set here in the church. If a prophet is tempted to speak anything that is not of the Spirit, two or three other witnesses are present to judge it is of the Lord by their silence or bring correction where a prophet has exceeded their spiritual liberty in Christ. Paul here lets us know these instructions are of God (he is the author but not of confusion) and it is to all the churches of the saints.

In verse 34 Paul writes “Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak: but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church. 

Paul is very blunt in these instructions to the church. The tone of Paul’s statement appears to be a sharp rebuke to the church for permitting women to speak in the church corporate assembly. Note here these words are consistent with his instructions is I Corinthians 11 concerning women praying or prophesying should have man as her head for covering “For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man. For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man. Neither was the man created for the woman; but woman for the man.” I Corinthians 11:7-9  In both scriptures Paul refers to God’s origin plan for woman that has never changed. Here in the church meeting they are commanded to be “silent” in obedience “as also saith the law” God has commanded it in the law as well as in the church. “What? Came the word of god out from you? Or came it unto you only?

In this one verse Paul’s questions reveal two very important truths why the church should acknowledge these instructions from God.

Because Paul said they are from God. This is not Paul’s advice. These are truly commandments from God no less important than our commandment to love one another

The word was not only for the Corinthian church but all churches of the saints

God’s word is not subject to any private interpretation. Whether His commands fit our social perception of things is irrelevant. What is important is that God only honors His own word, which is His will.  God is the creator of everything about the church. Even Christ though He was a son yet learned He obedience in the things He suffered.  For whatever reason women or the church today feel they need to speak in the church, Paul says here very emphatically they are not permitted to speak and this is god’s command. Any thing we do in the church that is not God’s will is unprofitable, an act of disobedience subject to eternal judgment. This could be part of the reason many of the churches today are struggling. God is not mocked, whatsoever we soweth that shall we also reap. If the church is obeying what we consider the least of His commandments, we are disobedient in much. We can be sure to receive the blessings of God when we are obedient. There will never be a greater witness in the church of its submission to God to win families to Christ than a godly woman in submission to her husband. “Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husband in every thing.” Ephesians 5:24 There is no inconsistency here. Pride has no place in the Body of Christ. In closing these three chapters Paul demands now a response in verse 37 as he concludes presentation of the order of the church:

“if any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto your are the commandments of the lord. But if any may be ignorant, let him be ignorant.

Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues. Let all things be done decent and in order.” I Corinthians 14:37-40

The qualified church must take a stand and acknowledge that all these instructions in I Corinthians 11 through 14 are the commandments of the Lord. The letters to the seven churches in Revelations stands as living testimony of the consequence of denying Christ. Let us not fail in any degree in bearing living evidence of the scars of the sufferings of Christ that can only be seen through denying self to take up our cross to follow Him. “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Ephesians 4:1-3 The church has no place for fleshly exhibition of Spiritual gifts, division, strife or confusion. If any man thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge the things we have heard from Paul are the commandments of the Lord. This word is clear. This is our test. We are given the power to overcome the works of Satan and be living evidence of Christ’s Body, we should receive this knowledge as the wisdom of God for the church today. God has not changed. Neither is His arm short concerning His promises. God is not restricted to a weak economy nor is he overwhelmed by the oppression of the poor. God just need in this day a church willing to answer His call! He has given the church all the power to overcome anything Satan can tempt us with. All we need is the faith to overcome. Edification, exhortation and comfort decently and in order should be top of the church’s agenda. We have what it takes to deliver to the world today great joy and hope through possessing the promise of God. Let us take that stand of faith in obeying in all respects God’s commandments given to the church to get the job done!!! “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” II Peter 1:4
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