“A generation desiring a sigh”

“Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee. But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly: so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.” Matthew 12:38-41

· Many of us today are like those of Christ’s day. We have all the resources to receive every thing God wants to give us. God has given us the measure of faith to every man.

· Still we want a sigh from God. His word is not enough. We miss out on so many blessings simply because we don’t know God’s word to possess the power of God to work in us. He is willing to do far more exceedingly and abundantly than we can ask and think according to the power of God that worketh in us. God can do nothing when the power of God is not in us. God can do nothing when we have no faith.

· Desiring a sign demonstrates our unwillingness to trust God’s word, as it is to resist God’s grace.

· Many of our desires come to pass by obedience, laying down that weight and sin that so easily beset us and running the race through patience. Sometimes we already know the way. We know what we should do to improve our health and well being but we get tired and weary. We want another way other than the way of suffering. The Hebrew writer encourages us not to faint and get weary but run the race with patience, looking to Jesus, who endured such contradictions of men.

· Here is this request; ”we would see a sign from thee” is an attempt to put Christ on the spot to prove him by tempting him to perform a miracle. Rather than believe him strait out, they preferred to bargain with him to convince them through a sign of his deity by showing them a sigh. Jesus referred to Jonah’s three days in the belly of the whale to demonstrate once and for all the only true evidence they will see which testified to His death, burial and resurrection.

· What God has spoken is the final word

· God’s word is the source of our hope

· Christ told His disciples before His ascension in Mark 16 “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned/. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues: They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover” Mark 16:15-18 
· In I Corinthians 14 Paul writes “In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 
· All this is to say that we that believe don’t need a sign from God, we believe His word. The very fact Christ angrily scolded them for looking for a sign, demonstrate how unacceptable for us to desire one. Jesus is the only way, truth and life of the Father. John says anyone that comes in other than the by the door is a thief and a liar.
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