Faith As A Seed

After a lesson on covetousness here in Luke 17 in which Christ tells of the consequence of the rich man failing to have compassion on a beggar named Lazarus desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from his table, it came to pass that the beggar died and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died and was buried. In hell the rich man lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off and Lazarus in his bosom.

The rich man failed to negotiate comfort for neither himself nor his brethren. This illustration set the stage for Jesus pointing out to His disciples one of the most important temptations: Offenses.

“…It is impossible but that offenses will come: but woe unto him, through whom they come! It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thy shalt forgive him. And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith. And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you.” Luke 17:1-6

There are many reasons our prayers are not answered. One important hindrance to prayer is unforgiveness in our heart. Jesus warns His disciples to be on the alert not to offend one of his little ones. In Matthew 25 we find the righteous that enter the kingdom are those that have ministered to Christ. When we minister to the poor Christ is the recipient as He clearly points out to both the unrighteous entering everlasting darkness and torment as well as the righteous entering eternal blessedness in the Kingdom of God.

When we forgive we are ministering the Love God has for the world. We are ambassadors for Christ’s sake.

In this illustration we can give the disciples credit for recognizing that faith is needed to forgive.

When we personally are offended sometimes it’s the hardest thing to do. Jesus illustrates the extent of our forgiveness. If a brother offends us seven times in a day every time we must forgive.

In Matthew 18 Christ was asked who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, 

“Verily I say unto you, except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drown in the depth of the sea…” Matthew 18
Here then is the heart of Christ’s message on Forgiveness in vs. 11

“For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.” The assumption directed toward Christ’s disciples is that they understand all His teachings was to the intend that what ever they were instructed was rooted in the hope of His calling that they might know Him.

Our mission is no less than Christ’s. No man is greater than His master. In II Corinthians 5:14 - 21 Paul writes: For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation….” 

1. From this verse Christ teaches the parable concerning the lost sheep vs. 12-13 (We forgive that we might reach that one lost sheep)

2. Christ gives the Church instructions on dealing with offenses vs. 15-20

3. Peter’s question signals an attempt to personally apply the principal in his life “How of shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Seven times?”
4. Jesus responds “I say not unto thee, until seven times: but, until seventy times seven.” Symbolically representing unlimited response in forgiveness to offense.
5. Further illustration of his point is seen in the parable of the unjust steward that was forgiven much but could not forgive one of his peers owing him little. “And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.” Vs 34-35
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