“God is No Respecter of Persons”

“Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of person: But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (He is Lord of all That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. And they of the circumcision, which believed, were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God.” Acts 10:34-46

For the past few weeks we have been looking at the effectiveness of faith in the lives of true believers to run the race with patience. To endure the race we must have the true word of God. We need that excellent knowledge of Christ Jesus that Paul said he gave up all things to obtain – power of his resurrection, fellowship of His suffering to be conformable to His death. Religious works will fail. We need a life giving faith and resurrection life.

Here again in Acts, the historical record of the early church and the sufferings of the Apostles after the ascension of Christ we find the progressive revelation of Christ’s mission to save lost mankind.

Acts 10 opens introducing a certain man in Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the “Italian band”, a devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God always. He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day (about 3:00 pm) an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.” Acts 10:1-6

Note here this prominent Gentile, commander of a hundred Roman soldiers is called here “a devout man and one that feared God with all his house which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God always” prayers and alms to the poor honored him commendation of God from an angel.

This should give us great encouragement to know God honors the righteous prayers of men lacking the understanding of salvation. Here is a man that could have trusted in his possessions and could have the attitude of self-sufficiency but to the contrary he prayed always and gave generously to the poor and God heard and responded to his earnest prayers. God desires us all to have this character.

Up to this point in Israel’s history, the Jews did not have the revelation of the gospel extending outside of the Jewish nation although Isaiah had prophesied it. They still held tight to their Mosaic concept of separation from the uncircumcised Canaanite inhabitants. That veil is still over their eyes till we the church come fully into the revelation and power of Christ.

Here we see the devout Cornelius petitioning God for His will prophesied by Isaiah. 

While Cornelius prayed and received instructions from the angel, Peter God’ chosen messenger was likewise being prepared with a vision to broaden his understanding of salvation to include all men. Cornelius having sent for Peter and Peter being prepared the Spirit bade him to go with the three men sent from Cornelius waiting outside his door doubting nothing set the stage for the gospel to be preached to the Gentiles to the surprise of Peter and all the Jews.

We have here in Acts 10 Peter’s sermon preached to Cornelius and his friends. This was a new sermon. Because they were Gentiles to whom he preached. He shows that, notwithstanding they were interested in the gospel of Christ, which he had to preach, and entitled to the benefit of it, upon an equal footing with the Jews. It was necessary that this should be cleared, or else with what comfort could either he preach or they hear? He therefore lays down this as an undoubted principle, that God is no respecter of persons; doth not know favor in judgment as the Hebrew phrase is; which magistrates are for bidden to do (Deut. I.17; xvi. 19;Proverbs 24:23), and are blamed for doing, Psalms 82:2. And it is often said of God that he doth not respect persons, Deuteronomy 10:17: 2 Chronicles. 19:7; Job 34:19; Romans 2:11; Colossians 3:25’ I Peter 1:17

PETER PREACHED OF THINGS HE KNEW THEY MUST KNOW CONCERNING CHRIST. (A good model for reaching the lost)

Now in Christ Jesus, it is plain, neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, Galatians 5:6; Colossians 3:11

1. Because they were Gentiles inhabiting a place within the confines of the land of Israel, he refers them to what they themselves could not but know concerning the life and doctrine, the preaching and miracles, the death and sufferings of our Lord Jesus: for these were things the report of which spread into every corner of the nation, v. 37. It facilitates the work of ministers, when they deal with such as have some knowledge of the things of God, to which they may appeal, and on which they may build.

a. They knew in general, the word, that is, the gospel, which God sent to the children of Israel: That word, I say, you know, v. 37 Though the Gentiles were not admitted to hear it (Christ and his disciples were not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel), yet they could not but hear of it: It was all the talk about of city and country. We are often told in the gospels how the fame of Christ went into all parts of Canaan, when he was on earth, as afterwards the fame of his gospel went into all parts of the world. Romans 10:18

b. God by it published the glad tidings of peace by Jesus Christ, so it should be read.

c. God lets the world of mankind know that he is willing to be at peace with them through Jesus Christ
d. They know the baptism of repentance which John preached by way of introduction to it, and in which the gospel first began

e. They knew that immediately after John’s baptism the gospel of Christ, that word of peace, was published throughout all Judea, and that it took its rise from Galilee

f. They knew that Jesus of Nazareth, when he was here upon earth, went about doing good. He made it His business to do good to all and never did hurt to any. Christ did not confine himself to one place, nor wait till people came to him to seek his help, but went to them, went about from place to place, and wherever he came he was doing good.

g. Christ set us an example of industry in serving God and our generation; for we come into the world that we might do all the good we can in it. and therein, like Christ, we must always abide and abound.

h. They knew more particularly that he healed all that were oppressed of the devil, and helped them from under his oppressing power. But it appeared not only that he was sent of God, as it was a kindness to men, but that he was sent to destroy the works of the devil; for thus he obtained many a victory over him.

i. They knew that the Jews put him to death
j. They did now or might know by all this, that he had a commission from heaven to preach and act as he did.

k. Most importantly they had heard at Cesarea some talk of Christ rose from the dead; but the talk of it was soon silenced by that vile suggestion of the Jews, that his disciples came by night and stole him away. Because they had no more certain information concerning this Jesus, Peter declares to them his resurrection from the dead and the proofs of it, that they might not think that when he was slain there was an end of him. The power by which he arose is incontestably divine v 40: Him God raised up the third day, which not only disproved all the calumnies and accusations he was laid under by men, but effectually proved God’s acceptance of the satisfaction he made for the sin of man by the blood of His cross.
· God’s owning Peter’s word, by conferring the Holy Ghost upon the hearers of it, and immediately upon the hearing of it While Peter was yet speaking these words, and perhaps designed to say more, he was happily superseded by visible indications that the Holy Ghost, even in his miraculous gifts and powers, fell on all those who heard the word, even as he did on the apostles at first; so Peter saith, chapter 11:15. 

1. The Holy Ghost fell upon those that were neither circumcised nor baptized; for it is the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing How it appeared that the Holy Ghost had fallen upon them v 46: They spoke with tongues which they never learned
2. Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?
Things the world today should know there is no excuse for not hearing the gospel

1. God is no respecter of persons then as well as now

2. God does not discriminate in age, race, culture, background or any area the world accounts significant

3. Christ came to seek and save that which was lost to bring many sons to glory- Even an unbeliever know this is what we are doing here
4. God hears the prayers of the righteous even if outside the inner circle of the church and society Even an unbeliever thinks that’s what we expect
5. God uses whom he will that hears and obeys His word

6. God demonstrates and confirms the authority of His word by supernatural experiences in the lives of those that receives him

7. God has given the world knowledge of Himself that makes it possible to approach sinners knowing they desperately in need of a Savior

8. Some residents here at Treemont are like Cornelius and his family and friends waiting for the gospel to come to their door rather than they needing to go to the church. Christ went to seek the lost and Peter was sent to Cornelius’s house and not the other way around. They know of the mighty works God has done and is waiting for someone to show them 

9. God can use us just as well as he used Peter if we are willing to take the journey crossing the barriers of someone else’s lifestyle. God will prepare us with whatever power and revelation we need if we earnestly seek His will and obey His leadership. In so doing God will abundantly bless us in whatsoever we ask of Him.

10.  Here in Dallas and the world this message speaks even a broader message of God desiring us as believers to cross cultural and racial barriers so that all men be saved and feel accepted into the fellowship of Christ’s body. Here was Peter of the Jews crossing the racial and ethnic barrier to reach Gentiles considered by the Jews barbarian nobodies. Not only leaving the security of the Jewish fold, risking the danger of falling into the hands of men that may be acting by the authority of those seeking to kill Peter.

11. As we look at our young people fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan, no doubt many have lost their lives living up to the testimony of Christ. We never know how soon we all may need to do the same. Now is our time preparing to go to meet our Cornelius with the gospel. Let us consecrate our heart to be open with the word of Christ so God will get the victory and confirm His word in us by the Holy Ghost falling on them. It could happen tomorrow. Christ has said if these hold their peace, the rocks will immediately cry out. Now is the time for us to hear this word God is no respecter of persons. Christ said after leading the woman of Samaria to salvation “My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work. Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the field; for they are white already to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. And herein is that saying true, one soweth, and another reapeth. I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestoweth no labour: other men laboured, and ye are entered into their labours.” John 4:34-38
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