God uses a poor Widow Woman of Zidon

“And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when the came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel that I may drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And she said, As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering tow sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth.” I Kings 17:9-14

We have here an account of the further protection Elijah was taken under, and further provision made for him in his retirement. At destruction and famine he shall laugh that has God for his friend to guard and maintain him. The brook Cherith is dried up, but God’s care of his people, and kindness to them, never slacken, never fail, but are still the same, are still continued and drawn out to those that know him. Psalms 36:10

When the brook was dried up Jordan was not; why did not God send him thither? Surely it is because he would show that he has a variety of ways to provide for his people and is not tied to any one. God will now provide for him where he shall have some company and opportunity of usefulness, and not be, as he had been, buried alive.

I. The place he is sent to – Zarephath or Sareptha, a city of Sidon, out of the borders of the land of Israel, v 9 Our Savior take notice of this as an early and ancient indication of the favour of God designed for the poor Gentiles, in the fullness of time, Luke 4:25, 26. Many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, and some, its likely, that would have bidden him welcome to bless their houses; yet he is sent to honor and bless with his presence a city of Sidon, a Gentile city, and so becomes (says Dr. Lightfoot) the first prophet of the Gentiles. Israel had corrupted themselves with the idolatries of the nations and become worse than they; justly therefore is the casting off of them the riches of the world. Elijah was hated and driven out by his countrymen; therefore, lo, he turns to the Gentiles, as the apostles were afterwards ordered to do, Acts 18:6. But why to a city of Sidon? Perhaps because the worship of Baal, which was now the crying sin of Israel, cam lately thence with Jezebel, who was a Sidonian (chapter 16:31); therefore thither he shall go, that thence may be fetched the destroyer of that idolatry. “Even out of Sidon have I called my prophet, my reformer.” Jezebel was Elijah’s greatest enemy; yet, to show her the impotency of her malice, God will find a hiding-place for him even in her country. Christ never went among the Gentiles except once into the coast of Sidon, Matthew 15:21 “Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying thou son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil… 
II. The person that is appointed to entertain him, not one of the rich merchants or great men, of Sidon, not such a one as Obadiah, that was governor of Ahab’s house and fed the prophets; but a poor widow woman, destitute and desolate, is commanded (that is, is made both able and willing) to sustain him. It is God’s way, and it is his glory, to make use of weak and foolish things of the world and put honor upon them. He is, in a special manner, the widows’ God, and feeds them, and therefore thy must study what they shall render to him.
III. The provision made for him there. Providence brought the widow woman to meet him very opportunely at the gate of the city (v. 10), and, by what is here related of what passed between Elijah and her, we find, 
IV. Her case and character; and it appear, that she was very poor and necessitous. She had nothing to live upon but a handful of meal and a little oil, needy at the best, and now, by the general scarcity, reduced to the last extremity. When she has eaten the little she has, for aught she yet sees, she must die for want, she and her son, v. 12 She had no fuel but the sticks she gathered in the streets, and, having no servant, she must gather them herself (v. 10), being thus more in a condition to receive alms than give entertainment. To her Elijah was sent, that he might still live upon Providence as much as he did when the ravens fed him. It was in compassion to the low estate of his handmaiden that God sent the prophet to her, not to beg of her, but to board with her, and he would pay well for his table.
V. That she was very humble and industrious. He found her gathering sticks, and preparing to bake her own bread. 

VI. That she was very charitable and generous. When this stranger desired her to go and fetch him some water to drink, she readily went, at the first word.

VII. The care God took of her guest: “The barrel of meal wasted not, nor did the cruse of oil fail, but still as they took from them more was added to them by the divine power.

VIII. Christ has promised to those who open their doors to him that he will come in to them, and sup with them, and they with him, Revelation 3:20 She generously made one cake for the prophet, and was repaid with many for herself and her son. It is promised to those that trust in God that they shall not be ashamed in the evil time, but in the days of famine they shall be satisfied, Psalms 37:19
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