Justification by faith

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” Romans 5:1-5

“If our hearts condemn us not we have confidence toward God” I John 3:21 Many people today struggle with faith in God partly because there so many doctrines out there all professing they know the true God. How does a babe or an unbeliever know what to believe? One thing is true, God knows who are His own even when men claim they know Him and they do not. 

Here Paul answers the question: How do we know we have the truth? 

Faith must be proved to be worthy of our complete surrender. Artificial faith or natural can never reveal the truth. Faith in Christ affects our conscience to purify. The Hebrew writer exposed the weakness of the law as not having the ability to make man perfect as it pertained to conscience. He called it in Hebrew 7 “unprofitable and unfruitful” “The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts, and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience;” Hebrews 9:9 “For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers there unto perfect. For then would they not have ceased to be offered? Because that the worshippers once purged should have no more conscience of sins. But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year” Hebrews 10:1-3 Keeping a pure conscience is part of the race that is set before us. Unlike the law Christ has put away our sins forever and we should not be reminded of them everyday. We can never go on with our life with a guilty conscience. The Hebrew writer says we should “…run the race with patience looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith. Who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” Romans 12:1-2

Our Goal in this race is peace with God being justified by faith. Christ the forerunner has consecrated forever our entrance into the Holy of Holies. Our only desire should be to please Him with our faith. By it the saints obtained a good report. Faith must be perfected with patience (endurance) by trials and tests. James agrees with Paul when he writes “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” James 1:2-4

In our trying experience patience is working a mighty work in us to bring us to new levels of Christ. This is opportunity to get to know Him better – James says count it all joy. Paul gave up everything for the Excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus “…for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ. And be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead” Philippians 3:7-11 Here’s a goal God will always help us achieve. We can do this. Here is where we develop an intimate relationship with Christ, in our sufferings. Paul did not want to miss out on anything so he needed to lay aside the law to be found in the righteousness of faith in Christ. If we reign with Him we will also suffer with Him. Christ ultimately came to deliver us from a guilty conscience replacing our guilt with joy. If we think back over our life, we have spent a lot of time running after things that really didn’t bring us true joy and happiness. Rather when we failed we felt guilty and defeated. When we rest our hope in things of the world we are setting ourselves up for a big disappointment. We look at this world and say, why don’t I have that? Our quest for acceptance leads down many dark corners that are only shadows of real blessings. At the end of our journey we find we have nothing. What we really need is peace with God for we brought nothing into the world and we will surely bring nothing out. Christ in his parable of the sower pointed out the deceitfulness of riches saying “But he that receiveth the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. He also that receiveth the word; and the care of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it: which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” Matthew 13:20-23

Note two things here

1. How we hear and obey the word of God determines our response to receive God’s blessings

2. Caring about the world will never lead to reaping God’s hundredfold blessing.

We all shall stand before the judgment seat of Christ and give an account of everything done in our body. 

“Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” I Corinthians 3:13-16

The type of our faith stands on makes all the difference in having a pure conscience strong faith justified peace with God. “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” I Corinthians 3:11

2007 will be a defining year for our nation and world. We will see what we can do with Iraq. Homosexuality is gaining acceptance in the church, how will the church respond? Our congress is swearing in our first Muslim with the Koran rather than the Bible. How will Christians respond? Will we be tempted to keep our faith silent for fear of offense and so deny Christ before the world? Wars and natural disasters abroad are unexplainable and uncontrollable. How will we respond? 

John writes: “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. And this is the commandment, that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. And he that keepeth His commandments dwelleth in Him, and he in Him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which He hath give us.” I John 1:3:18-24

Both Paul and John arrive at the same conclusion - justification of our faith – evidenced by The Holy Spirit abiding in us. When the Holy Spirit is in control we have that assurance we need to keep going. Nothing I do in my flesh can replace the assurance I have that the Holy Spirit is in me. If I step out His will I’m in trouble. When I obey Christ, even when my heart condemns me because I fail in this world, God is greater than my heart and know all things. God’s not going to give me the five-year plan I want. Christ has done everything on the cross for me to secure my relationship and justify me before God. All I need is faith in Him. Every day we are challenged to exercise faith to put on the whole armor of God to stand against the wiles of the Devil and resist the fiery darts aimed at our conscience seeking to bring us into condemnation to destroy our faith. John writes “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” I John 5:4
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