Know ye not that you are the Temple of God?

“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” I Corinthians 3:16-17

But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereon. In the opening paragraph of I Corinthians 3 Paul rebukes this Corinthian church for their carnal attitude toward the ministry noting he could not speak to them on deeper spiritual truths because of their immaturity calling them babes in Christ. “For you are yet carnal; for whereas there are among you envyings, and strifes, and divisions, are you not carnal, and walk as men? While one said, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos, Are ye not carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.” These were proofs of their carnality, that fleshly interests and affections too much swayed them.  This same attitude is here today. Many believers focus on the preacher rather than the message the preacher presents. So much attention on the form rather than the content of the gospel is sure to lead our faith down the wrong path to make us unfruitful.

True religion makes peaceable and not contentious. We should take care not to deify ministers, nor put them into the place of God. Apostles were not the authors of our faith and religion, though they were authorized and qualified to reveal and propagate it. 

Here the apostle informs us what foundation he had laid at the bottom of all his labors among them – even Jesus Christ, the chief corner-stone, Ephesians 2:20.  Upon this foundation all the faithful ministers of Christ build. Upon this rock all Christians found their hopes. Those that build their hopes in heaven on any other foundation builds upon the sand. 

Whenever we lose sight of the foundation – Christ the solid rock, we are no longer building God’s building, the planting of God for which we are called. Christ came and commissioned the church to build up the old waste places, giving us the keys to the kingdom and the power to accomplish that purpose through the Holy Spirit. Paul says he laid the foundation and other men build there on. 

Here the apostle resumes his argument and exhortation, founding in his former allusion, You are God’s building, v. 9, and here, Know you not that you are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile (corrupt and destroy) the temple of God, him shall God destroy (the same word is in the original in both clauses); for the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.”  
Paul writes: “But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. Galatians 3:23-25

God used the Old Testament Temple to teach us a lesson on how to use our bodies to the glory of God. God began that lesson in the Tabernacle and finished it in Christ. The Tabernacle was testimony of Christ from birth to the cross. The Temple built by Solomon signified Christ rose from the grave seated in heaven in all His glory. The fashion of the Tabernacle of Testimony given Moses on Mount Sinai represented the very presence of God. The most evident presence of God in their midst was the glory that filled it when they were in God’s will. So likewise when we are in the will of God, God gives us the assurance of the Spirit of Christ manifesting God’s glory. Nothing we do in the flesh can quicken our human spirit. God quickens whom He wills. When Israel sinned, they could expect God’s judgment. So likewise when we sin or do anything to defile our bodies we are in danger of eternal damnation.  

Nothing must be laid upon it but what the foundation will bear, and what is of a piece with it. Gold and dirt must not be mingled together. Note Ministers of Christ should take great care that they do not build their own fancies or false reasoning and natural visions on the foundation of divine revelation for natural things cannot mix with the things of God. What they preach should be the plain doctrine of their Master, or what is perfectly agreeable with it.

1. James says “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when, it is finished, bringeth for death. Do not err, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. Of His own will begat he us with the word of truth that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creature.” James 1:13-18
2. “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work abides which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” Verses 11-15. 
3. Before we are tempted go our own way without God, let us know we are the temple of God

4. Before we neglect to do the right thing that will improve our health and well being let us know we are the Temple of God

5. How we care for our bodies helps determine whether we enter the kingdom of heaven. We can’t do just anything is our bodies and think we are going to heaven even though we profess to be a Christian and go to church. The life we live in our bodies is very important.

6. In Ephesians 1 Paul writes: “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the riches of his grace; Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence.” Ephesians 1:4-8 
7. “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” I Thessalonians 5:23
Only in Christ there is no condemnation. Our conscience is clear and we stand justified holy and without blame before Him in love.

It looks from other parts of the epistle, where the apostle argues to the very same purport (see chapter 6:13-20) “Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them.  Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body. And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power. Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God for bid... What? Know ye not that your body is the Temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.”, as if the false teachers among the Corinthians were not only loose livers, but taught licentious doctrines, and what was particularly fitted to the taste of this lewd city, on the head of fornication. Such doctrine was not to be reckoned among hay and stubble, which would be consumed while the person who laid them on the foundation escaped the burning; for it tended to corrupt, to pollute, and destroy the church, which was a building erected for God, and consecrated to him, and therefore should be kept pure and holy. Those who spread principles of this sort would provoke God to destroy them. Note, Those who spread loose principles, that have a direct tendency to pollute the church of God, and render it unholy and unclean, are likely to bring destruction on themselves. It may be understood also as an argument against their discord and factious strifes, division being the way to destruction. But what I have been mentioning seems to be the proper meaning of the passage know you not that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 
If we are the temples of God, we must do nothing that shall alienate ourselves from Him, or corrupt and pollute ourselves, and thereby unfit ourselves for His use; and we must hearken to no doctrine nor doctor that would seduce us to any such practices. Note, Christians are holy by profession, and should be pure and clean both in heart and conversation. We should heartily abhor, and carefully avoid, all that will defile God’s temple, and prostitute what ought to be sacred to him.

4

