Living for Jesus

1. Jesus says if any man come after me, let him deny himself take up his cross and follow me (Self gets in the way of the will of the Holy Spirit)

2. It is impossible to follow Christ in my flesh because of worldly temptation around every corner. In my flesh I am defenseless and subject to yielding

3. We must go through an actual death to keep focus on Christ – That I might know Him, the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His suffering

4. That death most assuredly must take the form of fasting – This kind goeth not out (unbelief) but by prayer and fasting. Christ is saying nothing helps unbelief but prayer and fasting. Why should I try any other way to get rid of my fear? Don’t I have enough experiences where God has demonstrated the quickening of my spirit after I cross the threshold of death to my flesh? Remember the power that flowed through me in the homeless ministry. Remember the powerful revelation and remembrance of scriptures and deep unfolding revelations that came upon me abundantly? Remember when I had to walk a strait path to keep that job at Richard’s Capital and how abundantly God blessed me when I resisted the lust of my flesh? I worked few errors though I was often offended and harassed for some petty things. God’s strength was made perfect while I daily yielded myself as raw material needing God to mould me. This was my wilderness of temptation. The battle has always been to keep my memory and not yield to my weakness: Lust for sugars, carbohydrates and starches. Since my illness in 1993, I have always known I need to preserve the potassium in my body. Sugar and carbohydrates is just the way the enemy attacks my mind to bring me in condemnation by corrupting my mind so I cannot see the vision of hope in Christ Jesus. Christ has given me the sentence of death to pay the price

5. I look at Jesus driven into the wilderness before he officially announced His ministry in Nazareth, and resisted Satan by confessing the truth of God’s word as weapon to resist the temptations of Satan:

a. For hunger of food: Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God

b. Lust of the eyes: We should only worship God and not worldly possessions

c. Pride of Life: Thou shalt not tempt the Lord our God

6. These three temptations of Christ are shown to us to testify how we should resist Satan and win the victory over the lust of our flesh, lust of the eyes and pride of life and defeat him. God presents this vision to us to confirm it as the testimony of God by it fulfilling the legal requirement that by two or three witnesses shall every word be established. Israel’s temptations in the wilderness is the source of Christ’s authority over the works of Satan to confirm Moses and all the prophets as the testimony of God.

7. Fasting is our wilderness experience where we are committed to following Christ to hear His word and allow His Spirit to teach all things. This can never happen in the flesh where our minds are on food and all the things of the world. How shall we need God when our stomach is full?

8. The testimony is the temptation of the children of Israel in the wilderness. God sent down the Manna from heaven daily to humble the children of Israel to know, man does not live by bread alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. This Manna just sustained their life without regard to taste. It was a tasteless wafer. Taste most assuredly will always get our attention. If what we eat has no taste, how could our minds get focused on it?

9. Christ demonstrates to us in the woman of Samaria recorded in John 4 that winning the lost into the kingdom is the feasting of the soul. After Christ led the woman of Samaria to the truth about herself, she came to recognize Christ as the Messiah. Then came Christ’s disciples seeing him speaking to the woman, which was unusual for Jews. They apparently were not impressed in that they were more concerned about whether Christ had eaten saying “Master eat!” Christ referred to his meat they knew not of – to do the will of Him that sent Him which was the work that was done in bringing this Samaritan into the kingdom.

10. In Matthew 16:5-12 before announcing the church, Jesus warns his disciples upon their return to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees. The disciples mistook his remark as a rebuke for failing to buy bread. In scolding rebuke, Christ reminded them of the miracles in the feeding of the five thousand and the four thousands in the wilderness on two separate occasions to show how little a thing for Christ to meet the need for food. The leaven of false doctrine was of far more consequence to the destruction of the soul.

11.  I have never experienced the closeness of God while I am eating. I have testimony that every Sunday when I go to Treemont God does a miracle to quicken my spirit when I am wholly submitted to Him without making any provision for my flesh.. The more I deny my flesh food, the more God is able to quicken my spirit because my body is like tissue paper, sensitive and responsive to God voice

12. Fasting is refusing to live in the world for the meat of doing the will of God. When can’t have both. The flesh lusteth against the Spirit. We either love God or mammon where our god is our belly which is covetousness and idolatry

13. My daily fight to resist lust in reality is a fight to keep my memory.

