A New Beginning – Running the Race Set Before Us

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” Hebrews 12:1-3

As we look toward 2007, many of us view 2006 done either for good or bad. What ever could be said for the year is history. One writer once remarked the saddest phrase in the English language is “if only”. New Year’s resolutions this time of the year are made and forgotten by most. Nevertheless, there are some spiritual principles involved in this practice of planning to change and God has a way that our hopes become reality. Run the Race that is set before us. Resolutions are buds of our confessions of faith daring to hope for better things. This time of the year it’s a popular fad to speak of turning over a new leaf to start on the road in a new direction. It is like a race. Many start out but usually only one crosses the finishing line alone. Paul writes “Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others. I myself should be a castaway.” I Corinthians 9:24-27 Most of us never finish the race for many reasons:

1. Some will not make the commitment to pay the cost

2. Some are afraid to lose

3. Some just don’t know how to run the race and somewhere alone the way fall into to doubt, unbelief and temptation and wind up frustrated, disappointed, defeated ultimately faint and give up

The Hebrew writer here give important advice on how saints run the race and win  “Let us hold fast your confession of faith without wavering, for He is faithful that promised; (for he is faithful that promised;)” Hebrews 10:23 

The great duty, which the Hebrew writer urges upon the Hebrews and which he so much desires they would comply with, and that, is, to lay aside every weight, and the sin that did so easily beset them, and run with patience the race set before them. The duty consists of two parts, the one preparatory, and one perfective.

I. Preparatory: Lay aside every weight, and the sin.
a. Every weight, that is, all inordinate affection and concern for the body, and the present life and world. Inordinate care for the present life, or fondness for it, is a dead weight upon the soul, that pulls it down when it should ascend upwards, and pulls it back when it should press forward; it makes duty and difficulties harder and heavier than they would be.

b. The sin that doth so easily beset us; the sin that has the greatest advantages against us, by the circumstances we are in, our constitution, our company. This may mean either the damning sin of unbelief or rather the darling sin of the Jews, an over-fondness for their own dispensation. Let us lay aside all external and internal hindrances.

II. Perfective: Run with patience the race that is set before us. The apostle speaks in the gymnastic style, taken from the Olympic and other exercises.

a. Christians have a race to run, a race of service and a race of sufferings, a course of active and passive obedience. 

b. This race is set before them; it is marked out unto them, both by the word of God and the examples of the faithful servants of God that cloud of witnesses with which they are compassed about. Proper limits and directions set it out; the marks they run to, and the prize they run for, are set before them.

c. This race must be run with patience and perseverance. There will be need of patience to desist or turn aside. Faith and patience are the conquering graces, and therefore must be always cultivated and kept in lively exercise.

d. Christians have a greater example to animate and encourage them in their Christian course than any or all who have been mentioned before, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ: Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, v. 2. Here observe, 

i. What our Lord Jesus is to his people: he is the author and finisher of their faith – the beginning, perfecter, and rewarder of it. 

1. He is the author of their faith: not only the object, but also the author. He is the great leader and precedent of our faith, he trusted in God; he is the purchaser of the Spirit of faith, the publisher of the rule of faith, the efficient cause of the grace of faith, and in all respects the author of our faith.

2. He is finisher of our faith; he is the fulfiller and the fulfilling of all scripture-promises and prophecies; he is the perfecter of the canon of scripture; he is the finisher of grace, and of the work of faith with power in the souls of his people; and he is the judge and the rewarder of their faith; he determines who they are that reach the mark, and from him, and in him, they have the prize. 

ii. What trials Christ met with in his race and course.

1. He endured the contradiction of sinners against himself (v.3); he bore the opposition that they made to him, both in their words and behavior. They were continually contradicting him, and crossing in upon his great designs; and though he could easily have both confuted and confounded them, and sometimes gave them a specimen of his power, yet he endured their evil manners with great patience.  Their contradictions were leveled against Christ himself, against his person as God-man, against his authority, against his preaching, and yet he endured all.

2. He endured the cross – all those sufferings that he met with in the world; for he took up his cross betimes, and was at length nailed to it, and endured a painful, ignominious, and accursed death, in which he was numbered with the transgressors, the vilest malefactors; yet all this he endured with invincible patience and resolution.

3. He despised the shame. All the reproaches that were cast upon him, both in his life and at his death, he despised; he was infinitely above them; he knew his own innocence and excellence, and despised the ignorance and malice of his despisers.

iii. What it was that supported the human soul of Christ under these unparalleled sufferings; and that was the joy that was set before him. He had something in view under all his sufferings, which was pleasant to him; he rejoiced to see that by his sufferings he should make satisfaction to the injured justice of God and give security to his honor and government, and that he should make peace between God and man, that he should seal the covenant of grace and be the Mediator of it, that he should open a way of salvation to the chief of sinners, and that he should effectually save all those whom the Father had given him, and himself be the first-born among many brethren. This was the joy that was set before him.

iv. The reward of his suffering: he has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Christ, as Mediator, is exalted to a station of the highest honor, of the greatest power and influence; he is at the right hand of the Father. Nothing passes between heaven and earth but by him; he does all that is done; he ever lives to make intercession for he people.
v. What is our duty with respect to this Jesus? We must

1. Look unto him; that is, we must set him continually before us as our example, and our great encouragement; we must look to him for direction, for assistance, and for acceptance, in all our sufferings.

2. We must consider him, mediate much upon him, and reason with ourselves from his case to our own. We must analogize, as the word is; compare Christ’s sufferings and ours; and we shall find that as his sufferings far exceeded ours, in the nature and measure of them, so his patience far excels ours, and is a perfect pattern for us to imitate.

vi. The advantage we shall reap by thus doing: it will be a means to prevent our weariness and fainting (v. 3): Lest you be weary and faint in your minds. Observe

1. There is a proneness in the best to grow weary and to faint under their trails and afflictions, especially when they prove heavy and of long continuance: this proceeds from the imperfections of grace and the remains of corruption.

2. The best way to prevent this is to look unto Jesus, and to consider him. Faith and meditation will fetch in fresh supplies of strength, comfort, and courage; for he has assured them, if they suffer with him, they shall also reign with him; and this hope will be their helmet.

New Year’s celebrations are not new with God. God gave Israel many observances intended to celebrate to remember God’s works and promises. One such were the seven Sabbath years, forty-nine years. “Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the Day of Atonement throughout all your land. And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family. A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not sow; neither reap that which growth of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine undressed. For it is the jubilee; it shall be holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the field” Leviticus 25:8-13

Christ has proclaimed at His coming the acceptable year of the Lord and has brought to us the new creation – any man that is in Christ. We need not try to create any new thing. Our most important victory in 2007 will be running the race that is set before us. It was there when we received Christ and will be there for those that receive Him now. We run it with faith and patience looking unto Jesus who is the author and finisher of our faith. He right now is seated at the right hand of the Father as our Apostle and Great High Priest waiting for us to make His enemies our footstool

Peter writes “According as His divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” II Peter 1:1-8
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