“All these things were done for our example that we not lust after evil things”

“Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed least he fall. There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.” I Corinthians 10:6-14

The apostle, having recited their privileges, proceeds here to an account of their faults, and punishments, their sins and plagues, which are left against the like sis, if we would escape the like punishments. We must not do as they did, lest we suffer as they suffered.

I. Several of their sins are specified as cautions to us; as

a. We should shun inordinate desires after carnal objects: Not lust after evil things, as they lusted God fed them with manna, but thy must have flesh, Numbers 11:4 They had food for their supply, but not content with this. They asked meat for their lusts, Ps 56:14  Carnal desires get head by indulgence, and  therefore should be observed and checked in their first rise: if once they prevail, and bear away in us, we know not whither they will carry us. This caution stands firs, because carnal appetites indulged are the root and source of much sin.

b. He warns against idolatry (v7) Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.
c. He cautions against fornication, a sin to which the inhabitants of Corinth were in a peculiar manner addicted. They had a temple among them dedicated to Venus (that is, to lust)

d. He warns us against tempting Christ (as some of them tempted, and were destroyed of serpents v.9), or provoking him to jealousy, v 22. He was with the church in the wilderness; he was the angel of the covenant, who went before them. But he was greatly grieved and provoked by them in many ways: they spoke against him and Moses, Wherefore have you brought us out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For which reason God sent fiery serpents among them (Numbers 21:5,6 by which many of them were stung mortally. And it is but just to fear that such as tempt Christ under the present dispensation will be left by him in the power of the old serpent.

e. He warns against murmuring: Neither murmur you as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer (v. 10) by the destroying angel, an executioner of divine vengeance. 

II. The apostle sub joins to these particular cautions a more general on (v. 11); All these things happened to them for an example, and were written for our admonition. Not only the laws and ordinances of the Jews, but the providences of God towards them, were typical. Their sins against God, and backslidings from him, were typical of the judgments on them were types of spiritual judgments now. Their exclusion from the earthly Canaan typified the exclusion of many under the gospel out of the heavenly Canaan, for their unbelief. Nothing in scripture is written in vain. The apostle cautions Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. We are most likely to fall when we are most confident of our own strength, and thereupon most apt to be secure, and off our guard. 

III. The trials of common Christians are but common trails. He will not suffer us to be tempted above what we are able. He knows what we can bear, and what we can bear up against; and will in his wise providence, either proportion our temptations to our strength or make us able to grapple with them.

IV. “flee idolatry; shun it,  and all approaches toward it” Idolatry is the most heinous injury and affront to the true God; it is transferring his worship and honor to a rival.
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