Chosen of God

“But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through the sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto He hath called you by our gospel to obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” II Thessalonians 2:13-14

“According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love: having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us acceptable in the beloved. In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace; Wherein He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself: That in the dispensation of the fullness of times He might gather in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in Him:” Ephesians 1:4-14

Life takes on meaning and purpose when we come to understand God has a plan for our life in Christ and chose us before the foundation of the world to fulfill that plan. Some people today go throughout life as if God has nothing to do with their destiny. We want to control our life and not need God.

Paul writes in Romans 8:28-31 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?” 

If we live according to God’s purpose He is for us when the world is against us.

God’s plan is for us to be conformed to the image of His Son and after the world. Romans 12:1-2 God’s want a living sacrifice – not when we are dead. He wants us when we have the power to choose. This evening you had the choice of coming here or not. That’s the reasonable service of one that has yielded their life to Christ. You have a choice to fully commit your life to Christ or not. 

Christ told the Laodicean church in Revelations 3:20, Behold I stand at the door and knock, if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  

The most important point in this message is God either gets all of our life or nothing. We are either in Christ or not. There is no middle ground. 

James writes, “If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. James 1:5-6
In Matthew 16:13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? Christ was interested in the opinions of the common man and the people would have shared that more openly with the disciples than their Master. And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter answered and said; Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father, which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Matthew 16:13-28

Since man’s fall in the garden, man has been in search of his lost identity with the father. Being created in the image of God, our natural instinct is to worship. If we don’t worship God, we worship something, our family, house, car, job, some star or pubic figure. You just go to a football game or any sport event for that manner you can hear the crowd shouting, raising their hands, cheering in utter praise of their team or some star player. In its extreme its idolatry and God is jealous and will have no other god before Him.

Every child reaches a point in his/her life when they want to know, who am I? Where do I come from?

We want to know who we are; This was Christ’s mission in coming into the world, to give us His identity. Without an identity we are lost. Nearing the end, wanted a report from His disciples.

Here in our scripture we find Jesus with his small band of disciples coming into the coast of Caesarea Philippi, the utmost borders of the land of Canaan northward; there in that remote corner, perhaps, there was less flocking after him than in other places, which gave him leisure time for this private conversation with his disciples. By this time the disciples have seen Christ perform many miracles, healings, blind see, dead raised, thousands taught and fed miraculously with a few fish and five loaves of bread in the wilderness. No doubt the disciples thought themselves headed to the top cabinet seats in a new emerging government Christ would head to defeat their archenemies, the Romans. So Jesus asked “Whom do men say that I the Son of Man am?” They responded: John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the Prophets. The people at least put Jesus in the class of exceptional men they knew were from God but had trouble recognizing His as the Messiah perhaps because of His humble appearance and lifestyle. More personally He asked “But whom say ye that I am?

This is the question we all should ask ourselves. Christ is never more in our lives than we think He is. He’s either Lord of our life our He’s not. 

The Hebrew writer calls for the suffering saints persecuted for Christ’s sake in the first century after His ascension to consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our Professions seated at the right hand of God waiting for His enemies to be made His footstool. This is our assignment. Christ has finished His work on the cross and now is seated. Not only was Christ purposed from the beginning, in both Ephesians and Thessalonians we see that we were chosen and purposed before the foundations of the world. God chose us to be holy, blameless, before Him in love. He has chosen us before the foundation of the world through the sanctification of the Spirit and belief in the truth. Without the work of the Spirit in us we cannot come to Christ. Christ commended Peter’s confession: 

· ”Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” saying Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto you thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Matthew 16:17-19 Upon Peter’s confession Christ declared the building of the church.

Now it is here promised,

1. That Christ would build His church upon a rock. This body politic is incorporated by the style and title of Christ’s church. It is a number of the children of men called out of the world, and set apart from it, and dedicated to Christ. It is not thy church, but mine. Peter remembered this, when he cautioned ministers not to lord it over God’s heritage. The church is Christ’s peculiar possession, appropriated to him. The world is God’s and they that dwell therein; but the church is a chosen remnant, that stands in relation to God through Christ as mediator. It bears His image and superscription.

a. The Builder and Maker of the church is Christ Himself;” I will build it.” The church is a temple which Christ is the Builder of, Zech. 6:11-13. Herein Solomon was a type of Christ, and Cyrus, Isaiah. Xliv.28. The materials and workmanship are His. By the working of His Spirit with the preaching of His word He adds souls to His church, and so builds it up with living stones, I Peter 2:5 Ye are God’s building; and building is a progressive work; the church in this world is but in fieri (authority given to take judgment) – forming, like a house in the building. It is a comfort to all those who wish well to the church, that Christ, who has divine wisdom and power, undertakes to build it.

b. The foundation on which it is built is, this Rock. Let the architect do his part ever so well, if the foundation be rotten, the building will not stand; let us therefore see what the foundation is, and it must be meant of Christ, for other foundation can no man lay See Isaiah 28:16

i. The church is built upon a rock; a firm, strong, and lasting foundation, which time will not waste, nor will it sink under the weight of the building. Christ would not build his house upon the sand, for he knew that storms would arise, A rock is high Ps Lxi: 2 Christ’ church does not stand upon a level with this world; a rock is large, and extends far, so doest the church’s foundation; and the more large, the more firm; those are not the church’s friends that narrow its foundation.

ii. It is built upon this rock; thou art Peter, which signifies a stone or rock; Christ gave him that name when he first called him (John 1:42), and here he confirms it; “Peter, thou dost answer thy name, thou art a solid, substantial disciple, fixed and stayed, and one that there is some hold of. Peter is thy name, and strength and stability are with thee. Thou art not shaken with the waves of men’s fluctuating opinions concerning me, but established in the present truth,” 2 Peter 1:12 From the mention of this significant name, occasion is taken for this metaphor of building upon a rock.

2. “The gates of hell shall not prevail against it” Christ here promises to preserve and secure His church, when it is built; This implies that the church has enemies that fight against it, and endeavor its ruin and overthrow, here represented by the gates of hell, that is, the city of hell;(which is directly opposite to this heavenly city, this city of the living God), the devil’s interest among the children of men.

3. The Church is given the authority of possession of the keys to the kingdom of heaven to bind and loosen on behalf of the King delegating the authority, Jesus Christ

All this sounded sweet to the ears of disciples up to this point and suddenly Christ turned to show unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things, of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed and be raised again the third day. Christ continues speaking of His eminent humiliations, persecutions and death by crucifixion. Peter once again responds but not in the eloquence just spoken as of the oracle of God but rather as voice of Satan rebuking Christ for such discouraging news.

In like manner today as we seek to follow Christ, we find it hard to hear of the suffering required of a servant of Christ; “Then said Jesus unto His disciples, If any man will come after me, let Him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works. Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in His kingdom.”

The choice is ours. Yes there is a cost to follow Christ but the reward far exceed the punishment for rejection.

Paul writes “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I might win Christ. And be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto to His death;” Philippians 3:8-10
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