Comprehending the Love of God

“For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto him is glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.” Ephesians 3:14-21

What a wonderful plan God gave mankind that day when Jesus spoke the words to his disciples at Caesarea Philippi, “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Matthew 16:18-19

What tremendous authority given to the church! If the church is divided today it is because it has moved away from the intent of the founder. He intends us to be all one in Christ Jesus. His death on the cross-signified the breaking down of the middle wall that divided us making us all one new man. God’s plan was the church to be one body even as Christ had one body that died for all.

The universal church has a dependence upon the Lord Jesus Christ: of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named. The Jews were wont to boast of Abraham as their Father, but now Jews and Gentiles are both denominated from Christ; while others understand it of the saints in heaven, who wear the crown of glory, and of saints on earth who are going on in the work of grace here.  Both the one and the other make but one family, one household; and from him they are named Christians, as they really are such, acknowledging their dependence upon, and their revelation to, Christ.

I. In this prayer, Paul ask God for these friends – spiritual blessings, which are the best blessings, and the most earnestly to be sought and prayed for by every one of us, both for ourselves and for our friends.

a. Spiritual strength for the work and duty to which they were called, and in which they were employed: That he would grant you, according to the riches of his grace, to be strengthened…the inner man heart or soul. To be strengthened with might is to be mightily strengthened, much more than they were at present; to be endued with a high degree of grace, and spiritual abilities for discharging duty, resisting temptations, enduring persecutions, And the apostle prays that this may be according to the riches of his glory, or according to his glorious riches – answerable to that great abundance of grace, mercy, and power, which resides in God, and in his glory: and this by his Spirit, who is the immediate worker of grace in the souls of God’s people. 

b. Observe from these things, That strength from the Spirit of God in the inner man is the best and most desirable strength, strength in the soul, the strength of faith and other graces, strength to serve God and to do our duty, and to persevere in our Christian course with vigor and with cheerfulness. And let us further observe that as the work of grace is first begun so it is continued and carried on, by the blessed Spirit of God.
c. The indwelling of Christ in their hearts, v. 17. Christ is said to dwell in his people, as he is always present with them by his gracious influences and operations. Observe, it is a desirable thing to have Christ dwell in our hearts; we should earnestly desire that good affections might be fixed in us, that we may be rooted and grounded in love. How very desirable is it to have a settle fixed sense of love of God and Christ to our souls, so as to be able to say with the apostle at all times, He has loved me? The more intimate acquaintance we have with Christ’s love to us, the more our love will be drawn out to him, and to those who are his, for his sake: That you may be able to comprehend with all saints: that is, more clearly to understand, and believe in some measure, and shall understand more hereafter. Christians should not aim to comprehend above all saints; but be content that God deals with them as he uses to do with those who love and fear his name: we should desire to comprehend with all saints, to have so much knowledge as the saints are allowed to have in this world. If the church will be one, we must understand Christ’s love together. When we think we have it all by ourselves, then we make it impossible for ourselves to be one with the saints. We are then subject to being judgmental and critical of those that fail to reach what we consider as the love of Christ. True love is not about what we say love is but rather our response to God and others without condition.

d. It is observable how magnificently the apostle speaks of the love of Christ. The dimensions of redeeming love are admirable: The breath and length, and depth, and height. By enumerating these dimensions, the apostle designs to signify the exceeding greatness of the love of Christ, the unreachable riches of his love, which is higher than heaven, deeper than hell, longer than the earth, and broader than the seas, Job 11:8,9 Some describe the particulars thus: By breadth of it we may understand the extent of it to all ages, nations, and ranks of men; by the length of it, its continuance from everlasting to everlasting; by the depth of it, its stooping to the lowest conditions, with a design to relieve and save those who have sunk into the depths of sin and misery; by its height, its entitling and raising us up to the heavenly happiness and glory. We should desire to comprehend this love: it is the character of all the saints that they do so; for they all have a complacency and a confidence in the love of Christ; And to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge v. 19 If it passeth knowledge, how can we know? We must pray and endeavor to know something. And should still covet and strive to know more and more of it, though, after the best endeavors, none can fully comprehend it: in its full extent it surpasses knowledge.
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