The Benefits of God’s Promises

“According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience, and to patience godliness: and to godliness brotherly kindness: and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” II Peter 1:3-8

“Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. For we which have believe do enter into rest, as he said, as I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.” Hebrews 4:1-3

“For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect: Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, so shall thy seed be. And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah’s womb: He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief: but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.” Romans 4:13-21  

Webster defines promise as an agreement to do or not to do something; a vow to make and keep. A sign that gives reason for expecting success; cause for hope.

God made us a promise and He wants us to live each moment expecting and hoping. We have nothing better today than to live in expectation. This is what makes life exciting.  

As we near Christmas we see all the bright light and people running around all excited making preparation for the big day. 

This is the way God wants us to live every day but with a better and more enduring hope of Christ. Believing in God’s promises makes all the difference.

God wanted so much for us to believe in His promises he confirmed it with an oath “For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by Himself, Saying Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us; Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an High Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

Peter here in our scripture makes a very profound statement. God has given us all things through the knowledge of God and Jesus Christ. God has called us to glory and virtue but we cannot benefit from the promise apart from the knowledge of Christ. Peter says through the knowledge of Christ we are given “exceeding great and precious promises: that (for the purpose of) taking part in God’s divine nature having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. Peter here tells us the benefits of the promises:

1. God has given us all things that pertain to life and godliness through the knowledge of God and Jesus Christ, calling us to glory and virtue

2. God has given us exceeding great and precious promises through the knowledge of God and Christ. Paul tells us in Romans 4 that God made the promises sure for all by having them come to us by faith rather than the law that would have excluded many because of transgressions.

3. God gave us the promises so that we would take part in His divine nature not for fulfilling our lust but so we can be transformed into His divine nature by renewing our minds through faith.

4. Having escaped the corruption in the world through lust

5. Finally Peter gives some practical advise for preserving in us the knowledge of Christ so that we will never lack that knowledge. Giving all diligence we are to add to our faith: virtue to virtue knowledge; to knowledge temperance; to temperance patience; to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity; For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” I Peter 1:5-8
The great benefit in having faith in the promises of God is having fullness in the knowledge of Christ.

Escaping the corruption of lust is so important to being a child of God. This knowledge of Christ helps us escape the corruption in the world through lust by our eyes being open to the truth through the word of God. Lust destroys us more than anything in the world. (How many careers have been wrecked through sexual sin, alcohol, drugs and many other excesses?)

John writes in I John 2 “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For  all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” I John 2:15-16

Only through the knowledge of Christ whereby we are enlightened to the promises of God enables us to escape the lust in the world to rise above its corrupting design.

The Hebrew writer tells us that the first generation that came out of Israel yielded to temptation in the wilderness and could not enter into God’s promised land of Canaan because of unbelief. So he warns us to fear God, fear missing out on any promise of God lest we come short of entering into His rest.

“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward: How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard Him; God also giving them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?” Hebrews 2:1-4

How shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation with exceeding great and precious promises? We can’t afford to miss out on one single promise of God. Who knows if the one promise we miss may be the one that would have brought us the greatest fullness of joy and happiness.
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