Songs of the Saints

“And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that are highly favored, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women…And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elizabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible. And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Judea; And entered into the house of Zechariahs, and saluted Elizabeth…And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For he hath regarded the low estate for he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations hall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name…” Luke 1:28-55

Songs have always played a vital role in our fellowship with God. Throughout scripture songs of praise highlight and magnify the expression of the saints in response to the mighty works of God over the powers of darkness. God truly is the God of hope always with us to uplift us and do the things we think impossible so that our trust in Him will bring glory to His name.

Songs are good to lift our spirits in all times to comfort, encourage and strengthen our faith to endure the trials of our faith. God is the creator of song, giving us: Psalms, Song of Solomon, Jesus sang a hymn with his disciples before going out upon the Mount of Olives after his last supper with His disciples before suffering the cross. Paul encourages the Churches to always minister to one another in songs, hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melodies in your hearts unto God and to one another. David writes “But thou art Holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.” Psalms 22

By songs and musical instruments, armies of God have won great battles, subdued kingdoms, displayed in perfect beauty and majesty in David’s kingdom as well as Solomon’s order in worship in the Temple. 

After severely beaten in Macedonia and casteth in jail in humiliation and shame, Paul and Silas sung praise to God throughout that same night until an earthquake shook the jail to bring salvation to the keeper and his whole house by the mighty miracle of God when He opened the prison bars.

Then as now we need powerful images flowing through our mind and spirit of the powerful works of God to overrule the powers of darkness of the world around us tempting us. When we see the wars ravaging in Iraq, Afghanistan, the middle East and many other parts of the world, we need to be reminded in powerful songs of praise of the mighty works of God who is still able to subdue all evil to make our enemies our footstool. Right now Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father as the Apostle and great High priest of our professions. He’s waiting to give us great deliverance as we enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise: be thankful unto Him and bless His Name” Psalm 100:4. The Psalmist in Psalm 98:1 says “O sing unto the Lord a new song; for he hath done marvelous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten Him the victory.”

Isaiah saw the Lord in the year that King Uzziah died (Uzziah though appeared religious kept Israel blinded to their immoral without regards to the Holiness of God which state amounts to spiritual oppression), sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory.” Isaiah 6:1-3

Ezekiel saw a similar vision in the fifth year of the king Jehoiachin’s captivity. “The word of the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the Lord was there upon him. And I looked, and behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the color of amber, out of the midst of the fire. Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures…And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it…As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord…And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak unto thee. And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, that I heard him that spake unto me. And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this day.” Ezekiel 1-2:3

 It was difficulty however for Israel to sing a songs of Zion in captivity “By the river of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land? If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, rase it, even to the foundation thereof.” Psalm 137:1-7

The melody is always God is victorious over the enemies of the saints to deliver them from every work of Satan and restoring them to freedom, joy and celebration. God is not willing that any should perish so when they repented God forgave and delivered His people and His people sang praise unto His name for their great deliverance. 

What better way to celebrate God’s victory than in a song? See here other examples:

· God delivers Israel from the Egyptian army in the flight from bondage; “And Israel saw that great work which the Lord did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, and His servant Moses. Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my father’s God, and I will exalt him. The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is his name. Pharaoh’s chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea: his chosen captains also are drowned in the Red sea…” Exodus 15:1-21
· In Moses’ final address before handing the reins over to Joshua having been told he should die and not go into Canaan because of disobedience Moses sang to Israel and Joshua this song: “Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distill as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass: Because I will publish the name of the Lord: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the spot of his children: they are a perverse and crooked generation. Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foolish people and unwise? Is not he thy father that hath bought thee? Hath he not made thee, and established thee? Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy father, and he will shew thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee. When the most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel. For the Lord’s portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance…Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: for he will avenge the blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will be merciful unto his land, and to his people.” Deuteronomy 32:1-43
· After Joshua was dead God sent His people judges to deliver them from their enemies. Because of their disobedience in worship to the pagan god’s of Canaan God sold them into the hand of Jabin King of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor; the captain of whose host was Sisera, which dwelt in Harosheth of Gentiles. And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time. And she sent and called Bark the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him, Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded, saying, God and draw toward mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulon? And I will draw unto thee to the river Kishon Sisera, the captain of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his multitude; and I will deliver him into thine hand. And the Lord discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots, and all his host, with the edge of the sword before Barak. Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that day, saying, “Praise ye the Lord for the avenging of Israel, when the people willingly offered themselves. Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; I, even I, will sing into the Lord; I will sing praise to the Lord God of Israel. Lord, when thou wentest out of Seir, when thou marchedst out of the filed of Edom, the earth trembled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds also dropped water. The mountains melted from before the Lord, even that Sinai from before the Lord God of Israel…so let all thine enemies perish, O Lord: but let them that love him be as the sun when he goeth forth in his might. And the land had rest forty years.” Judges 5:1-31
· John saw in a vision that heavenly choir yet to sing the song no one can sing nor learned but the redeemed. “And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Zion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having His Father’s name written in their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.” Revelation 14:1-3
As we remind ourselves to put on the whole armor of God to with stand all the wiles of the Devil, let us not forget this vital part of our armor, song of praise to God our Father. We need all the help we can get to keep the faith. God sent Christ born of a virgin with a cousin giving birth in her old age that we may know nothing shall be impossible with God to bring the world everlasting joy and hope and an eternal kingdom that shall have no end!!!
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