“Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given”

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth-even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel.” Isaiah 9:1-8

For the past several weeks we have been looking at the mission of Christ as revealed in Luke 4:18-19. Here we find a portrait of our ministry as we look at Christ’s. Christ’s authority came from God and was revealed through the Prophet Isaiah. In His hometown of Nazareth, on an occasion his customary worship service, He stood up to read the scripture in Isaiah 61 prophesying his coming and ministry. Here at this time an oppressed Israel hears a word of hope in a depressing time.

This is what we always need. Hope in hard times when everything seems hopeless, dark and gloomy.

In light of this one message, people around the world join in agreement to create an artificial hope with bright lights, decorations, family gatherings, exchange of greetings and well wishes demonstrating how important hope is.  Unfortunately, so many never personally experienced the true gospel of hope of the Savior coming into the world to brighten hearts and minds with the good news of deliverance from the bondage of sin.

In the worst of times God’s people have nevertheless to comfort themselves with, something to allay and balance their troubles; they are persecuted, but not forsaken (2 Corinthians 4:9), sorrowful yet always rejoicing 2 Corinthians 6:10 And it is matter of comfort to us, when things are at the darkest, that he who forms the light and creates the darkness has appointed to both their bounds and set the one over the other, Gen 1:4. 

Three things here are promised:

1. Of a glorious light, which shall so qualify, and by degrees dispel, the dimness, that it shall not be as it sometimes has been. Not such as was in her vexation; there shall not be such dark times as were formerly, when at first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulon and Naphtali (which lay remote and most exposed to the inroads of the neighboring enemies), and afterwards he more grievously afflicted the land by the way of the sea and beyond Jordan. Referring probably to those days when God began to cut Israel short and to smite them in all their coasts, II Kings 10:32. Those were dark times with the land of Zebulon and Naphtali, and there was dimness of anguish in Galilee of the Gentiles, both in respect of

a. Ignorance (they did not speak according to the law and the testimony,) 

b. Trouble (Israel has been without the true God and a teaching priest, and in those times there was no peace)

           But the dimness threatened shall not prevail to such a degree

2. Of a glorious increase, and a universal joy arising from it. “Thou, O God! Hast multiplied the nation, the Jewish nation which thou hast mercy in store for; though it has been diminished by one sore judgment after another, yet now thou hast begun to multiply it again” It is God that increaseth nations Job 12:23 Yet it follows that “Thou hast not increased the joy – the carnal joy and mirth, and those things that are commonly the matter of and occasion thereof. “Thou hast magnified the joy, to every one that receives the light.”
The gospel brings with it plenty and victory; but those that would have the joy of it must expect to go through a hard work, as the husbandman before he has the joy of harvest, and a hard conflict, as the soldier before he has the joy of dividing the spoil; but the joy, when it comes, will be an abundant recommence for the toil.

3. Of a glorious liberty and enlargement: “They shall rejoice before thee, and with good reason, for thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and made him easy, for he shall no longer be in servitude; and thou hast broken the staff of his shoulder and the rod of his oppressor that rod of the wicked which rested long on the lot of the righteous” as the Midianite’s yoke was broken from off the neck of Israel by the agency of Gideon.

a. Other battles were usually won with a great deal of noise and by the expense of much blood; this shall be done silently and without noise. “Under His glory God shall kindle a burning” chapter 10:16
The design of the gospel and the grace of it is to break the yoke of sin and Satan to remove the burden of guilt and corruption, and to free us from the rod of those oppressors, that we might be brought into the glorious liberty of the children of God. Christ broke the yoke of the ceremonial law and delivered us out of the hand of our enemies, that we might serve him without fear, Luke 1:74

The entire Bible is about the Kingdom. God is building His kingdom: One of Righteousness, Peace, Judgment, Justice and Mercy

4. This victory is by the Spirit working like fire (Matthew 3:11). It is not as the battle of the warrior is fought, with confused noise; no, the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but it is done with the Spirit of judgment and the Spirit of burning.

5. See him in his humiliation. The same that is the might God is a child born such was his condescension in taking our nature upon him; thus did he humble and empty himself, to exalt and fill us. The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us
6. See him in his exaltation. This child, this son, this Son of God, this Son of man, that is given to us, is in a capacity to do us a great deal of kindness; for he is invested with the highest honor and power, so that we cannot but be happy if he be our friend. He shall be called Wonderful, counselor. His people shall know him and worship him by these names; and as one that fully answers them. They shall submit to him and depend upon him.

a. He was intimately acquainted with the counsel of God from eternity, and gives counsel to the children of men

b. The increasing government shall be upon his shoulders
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