Christ’s Miracle Work

Isaiah 42:1-7; Isaiah 61:1-3

“And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about. And He taught in their synagogue, being glorified of all. And he came to Nazareth, as His custom was, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hat anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”

Luke 4:14 -19 

This text give a full account of Christ’s undertaking, and the work he came into the world to do. Observe

1. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.  All the gifts and graces of the Spirit were conferred upon him, not by measure, as upon other prophets, but without measure. John 3:34

2. How he was commissioned: “Because he has anointed me, and sent me.
3. What his work was. He was qualified and commissioned
a. To be a great prophet. He was anointed to preach 
i. To the poor
b. What he was to preach: The gospel
i. Three things
1. Deliverance to the captives
2. Recovering of sight to the blind
3. The acceptable year of the Lord, Christ came to sound the jubilee trumpet and blessed were they that hard the joyful sound 
ii. Christ came to be a great Physician
iii. The great redeemer

Immediately after his temptation in the wilderness, Christ visited his home church in Nazareth. As was his custom growing up he always attended the synagogue. On this occasion he stunned his home people when he revealed himself as the prophetic Messiah spoken in the scripture he read. The crowd responded, “Is not this Joseph’s son?”
“And he said unto them, “Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also her in thy country. And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country. But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land; But unto none of them was Elijah sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow (I Kings 17:9). And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. (II Kings 5)

The hometown folk of Nazareth were not too different to those of us today. We read the scripture and marvel at the miracles that happened and dare not believe they will happen today. This was their thinking. They heard of Christ’s fame throughout the land but when Christ confronted them with His mission identified in Isaiah they were offended. In rebuke Christ pointed to the similar attitudes in the days of Elijah and Elisha, where in both examples the miracle of the widow that exercised faith to feed Elijah when she had but a small cruise of oil and a small amount of flour she intend to feed her self and son for their last meal before dying of starvation. Nevertheless she obeyed the man of God and made him a cake at the risk of her life and her sons. Jesus reminded them that no other widow in Israel, though there were many no doubt starving except the widow in the city of Sarepta. Though likewise there were many lepers in the days of Elisha but none of them was cleansed but Namaan. Jesus was giving them as well as us a clue not to presume God does miracles mainly in response to suffering or as a desire to impress the world with His power.  We much search deeper the surface fleshly needs to understand the conditions that God answers by miracles. In Christ’s illustrations however, He wants us to hear what God is speaking in these two miracles that set them apart from any other occasion. 

Let us hear Christ’s works for what they were. Preaching the gospel to the poor, healing the broken hearted, preaching deliverance to the captives recovering sight to the blind and setting at liberty the bruised were in reality the Spiritual work to bring man redemption. So often we miss the message when we look at the miracles and see only the natural manifestation rather than the Spiritual work of Christ.  God may use the physical to accomplish his will but the deliverance of lost mankind from sin is central in all His work. The Spirit of the Lord was upon Christ for that purpose. 

1. God would hereby show himself a Father of the Fatherless, and a Judge of the widows, so he would show that he was rich in mercy to all, even to the Gentiles.

a. Elisha cleansed Naaman the Syrian of his leprosy, though he was a Syrian, and not only a foreigner, but an enemy to Israel. Many lepers were in Israel in the days of Elisha and yet we do not find that Elisha cleansed them, no not for a reward of their service, and the good tidings they brought, but only this Syrian; for none besides had faith to apply himself to the prophet for a cure. Christ himself often met with greater faith among Gentiles than in Israel. And here he mentions both these instances, to show that he did not dispense the favor of his miracles by private respect, but according to God’s wise appointment.

2

