“The Word is Nigh Thee”

“For the commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it?”  Deuteronomy 30:11-14

“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear them record that they have zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth. For Moses described the righteousness which is of the law, that the man which doeth those things shall live by them. But the righteousness, which is of faith, speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, who shall ascend into heaven? (That is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is the word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture saith, whosoever beliveth on Him shall not be ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Romans 10:1-13

One of the biggest myths spoken by the world as well as many Christians is “God works in mysterious ways”. That phrase is not in the scripture and undermines scripture as well as the faith of those that would believe in the word. The scriptures says before Christ, the plan of God was a mystery but now Paul writes in Ephesians that the fellowship of the mystery hidden before the foundation of the world is now revealed in Christ. The most important initiatives in sending Christ was to make Himself know to man so He could have fellowship with Him. On last week we spoke on the identity of Christ. Christ asked His disciples who do men say he was.

The real issue is “righteousness”. God plan is to account us righteous through faith in Christ. In these scriptures today God is wanting the world to know that obtaining righteousness is not a far off project. We sometime make all seem so hard and remote from our ability when in fact God wants us to know obtaining righteousness and justification before God is within our reach. Two approaches are here described. One is by the law which was received and preached to Israel through Moses which the man that “do these things shall live by them”. Today we still want to approach God the hard way, as did Israel. We rather try to earn our righteousness because we have a hard time receiving grace. The Hebrew writer points out to us that Christ came to do what the law could never do – take away sin. The evidence is that every year there was a remembrance of sin.

The scope of the apostle in this part of the chapter is to show the vast difference between the righteousness of the law and the righteousness of faith, and the great pre-eminence of the righteousness of faith above that of the law; that he might induce and persuade the Jews to believe in Christ, aggravate the folly of sin of those that refused, and justify God in the rejection of such refusers. Paul wishes that they might be saved. They have a zeal of God. Their opposition to the gospel is from a principle of respect to the law, which they know to have come from God.

1. The nature of their unbelief. They have not submitted themselves to the righteousness of God, that is, they have not yielded to gospel-terms. Or accepted the tender of justification by faith in Christ, which is made in the gospel. Unbelief is a non-submission to the righteousness of God, standing it out against the gospel proclamation of indemnity. In true faith, there is need of a great deal of submission; therefore the first lesson Christ teaches is to deny us. It is a great piece of condescension for a proud heart to be content to be beholden to free grace;

2. The causes of their unbelief, and these are two:

a. Ignorance of God’s righteousness. They did not understand, and believe and consider, the strict justice of God in hating and punishing sin, and demanding satisfaction, did not consider what need we have of a righteousness wherein to appear before him.

b. A proud conceit of their own righteousness; Going about to establish their own – a righteousness of their own devising, and of their own working out, by the merit of their works, and by their observance of the ceremonial law. They thought they need not be beholden to the merit of Christ, and therefore depended upon their own performances as sufficient to make up a righteousness wherein to appear before God.

3. The design of the law was to lead people to Christ. The sacrifices, and offerings, and purifications appointed under the Old Testament, prefigured Christ, and pointed at him; and their inability to take away sin discovered the necessity of a sacrifice that should, by being once offered, take away sin. Christ is the end of the law for righteousness, that is, for justification for everyone that believeth.

4. It is true Christ is in heaven; but we may be justified and saved without going thither, to fetch him thence, or sending a special messenger to him.

5. The word is in our mouth we are reading it daily; it is in our hearts- we are, or should be, thinking of it daily. Even the word of faith; the gospel and the promise of it, called the word of faith because it is the object of faith about which it is conversant, the word which we believe; because it is the precept of faith, commanding it, and making it the great condition of justification; and because it is the ordinary means by which faith is wrought and conveyed. Now what is this word of faith? We have the tenor of it.

a. First, What is promised to us: “Thou shalt be saved. It is salvation that the gospel exhibits and tenders – from guilt and wrath, with the salvation of the soul, an eternal salvation, which Christ if the author of, a Saviour to the uttermost.

b. Secondly, Upon what terms

i. Two things are required as conditions of salvation:

1. Confessing the Lord Jesus – openly professing relation to him and dependence of him, as our prince and Saviour, owning Christianity in the face of all the allurements and affrightments of this world, standing by him in all weathers, Our Lord Jesus lays a great stress upon this confessing of him before men Matthew 10:32, 33 It is the product of many graces, evinces a great deal of self-denial, love to Christ, contempt of the world, a mighty courage and resolution. One day every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess him as Lord

2. Believing in the heart that God raised him from the dead. Justification by faith lays the foundation of our title to salvation; but by confession we build upon that foundation, and come at last to the full possession of that to which we were entitled.

Jesus is seated now on the right hand of God as the Apostle and High Priest of our professions expecting His enemies to be made his footstool. He has left us with the greater works till he comes again. Nothing we do of our own commends us to God. The price is paid. Christ offered once the only worthy sacrifice for sin which the law could not do.
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