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“Your Money or Your God”

“Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honor, that the name of God and His doctrine be not blasphemed. And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because they are brethren; but rather do them service, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit. These things teach and exhort. If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, Perverse disputing of me of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession; That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honor and power everlasting. Amen. Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy…” I Timothy 6:1-21

This chapter in the letter to Timothy opens with words encouraging Timothy to teach servants and masters to cultivate godly relationship with one another, which today can apply to employer and employee.

Following this expression Paul says “If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words” – Then comes Paul’s rebuke which could only mean the heart of this instruction was to make Timothy aware of the character of false teachers that opposed and were contrary to “Wholesome words” or “sound doctrine” Paul wanted Timothy to know how to recognize ungodly teachers and instruct him to prefer godliness. Here are some important points Paul emphasized:

1. Opposition to the words of Christ and His doctrine indicates vs. 4-5:

a. Pride

b. Ignorance

c. Instigators of debate and heresy

d. Leading to strife, railings evil surmising

e. Perverse arguments blind to the truth

f. Supposing gain is godliness: from such withdraw

2. But godliness with contentment is great gain

a. Since we brought nothing in the world and cannot carry anything out

b. If we have food and clothing, let us be content. Paul here points out the dangers of being covetous – they that strive to be rich fall into temptation and a snare leading to destruction.

We can never satisfy our flesh. It’s a losing battle. Paul writes the flesh lusteth against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh. We can not love God and mammon at the same time.

· Pastor Denison made asked an important question on last Sunday in the sermon on the church of the Laodiceans “Will we live a life and die never needing God?” In the text the Lord said “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” Revelations 3:15-22 

· This week past Thursday morning the Pastor said we are all the time dealing with two temptations: Pride and guilt. We really don’t want to have to depend on God so we even try to pay for our sins by our good works. We know we are fallen. No one has to point that out. Nevertheless we refuse to except the grace of Christ’s gift on the cross to pay the debt we couldn’t pay
Paul here makes a very profound statement:

“For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” Vs10

Stated another way: The root of all evil is the love of money.

Think about how much crime do we have today have to do with money. Look at Enron and other high profile crimes. Look at crime in our community. Look at the reason so many marriages break up. Think of how much money has to do with murders and other violent crimes. They all lead back to love of money. Our society places such a high premium on having possessions. Our children are always under pressure to keep up with the latest styles. We compete in our jobs for power, prestige and position. 

· James writes in James 4 “From whence come wars and fightings among you? Come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” James 4:1-3
· Paul instruction on the selection of church overseers and deacons excluded any lovers of money

· Christ told the rich young ruler to go sell all that you have give to the poor take up your cross and follow me to demonstrate how unimportant money is to our eternal salvation

· Jude reminds us of this covetous spirit crept into the church a long time ago

· The real issue in yielding to the temptation of greed is our faith. Without faith it is impossible to please God. Greed undermines our faith to turn our trust to ourselves rather than God

· John says all that is in the world: Lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and pride of life – the three fold temptation of Christ in the wilderness and was the reason that first generation of Israel did not enter the promise land because they did not mix faith in what they heard.

· We stand to lose our Canaan in heaven if we don’t wholly trust and depend on God rather than the uncertain riches of this world

· Paul urges Timothy to follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness to fight the good fight of faith and lay hold on eternal life.

· God wants to use our good confession of faith to win others into the kingdom. Faith is the victory that overcomes the world.

· Christ confessed a good confession before Pontius Pilate and so Paul encourages Timothy in his good confession before many witnesses.

· I was one of my Dad’s young Timothy. I never had trouble with love of the money in the ministry because I had a godly Dad that was always showing me privately and publicly high moral and ethical standards. He could have been tempted to take a bride from all the developers wooing him to give them the contract to purchase the property for City Place but he never for one moment compromise. (Give my experience with the person that tried to tempt me to sell my dad)

